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Abstract: 
 
In this proposed paper, we examine the relationship between nationalism and women’s rights 
struggles by analyzing the activities and strategies of Iraqi Kurdish women’s organisations 
based in northern Iraq.  We address the following questions: What is the role and significance 
of Iraqi Kurdish women’s organisations and activists for political processes within the Kurdistan 
Regional Government (KRG) -controlled areas? What is the relationship between Kurdish 
women activists in the north and Iraqi women’s organisations throughout Iraq? What alliances 
and strategies do Kurdish women activists pursue vis a vis the Kurdish/Iraqi diaspora, 
transnational feminist organisations, the political leadership in KRG-controlled areas and in 
Baghdad?  The proposed paper is based on empirical research carried out amongst 
Iraqi/Kurdish women activists in the diaspora (London, San Diego, Detroit and Amman) and in 
Erbil and Sulaymaniya.  
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